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ÅInjury is a major global public health problem
ÅLeading cause of death for ages 1 -44 years
ÅAbout 6 million deaths, worldwide
ÅLeading cause of loss of productivity
ÅEnormous economic burden

ÅDespite the obvious magnitude, there is little public 
focus
ÅStark contrast with other disease processes

The Facts
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ÅThe general public is insensitive to and unaware of 
the magnitude of the problem
ÅMillions lack training in basic first aid
ÅPolitical authorities have been challenged with their 

responsibility to provide services
ÅMedical organizations have failed to educate the 

public and inform elected officials
ÅResource constraints to support systems 

development

Challenges
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50 Years

Despite magnitude of the public 
health burden and numerous high -
level calls for action, progress in 
trauma systems development slow.
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10 Leading Causes 
of Death, United 

States
2020, Both Sexes, All Races, 

All Ages
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2015-2020, United States Age -Adjust Death Rates per 100,000 
Population

All  Injury, Al l  Intents, Al l Races, Al l  Ethnicities, Both Sexes, Al l  Ages

NCHS Vital Statistics System for numbers of deaths. Bureau of Census for population estimates
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Georgia Age -Adjust Death Injury Rates per 100,000 Population
2019
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Georgia Years of Potential Life Lost Due to Injury
2019
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